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Dear Trailblazing Families,  

 

   We are well within our second semester of school and the students have had a smooth transi-
tion between semesters.  The students of CFMS continue to represent our school in a positive light.  We had 
several students participate in the All-County Band, Chorus and Orchestra concerts with other talented stu-
dents throughout the district.  If you would like to see our students in action, the concerts can be viewed 
through the PCS Newsroom.  Also, a group of emerging engineers represented our school in the Future City 
Engineering Competition earning the People’s Choice Award.  Our Language Arts and Social Studies De-
partments conducted their Spelling and Geography Bee with the finalists progressing on to the district com-
petition.  Our visual arts students have done an amazing job.  We had student art work displayed at the Dali 
Museum along with recognition through the Scholastic Arts Awards.  We are very proud of the work and 
dedication displayed by all of our students.  

I have included with this newsletter, an updated calendar for the 2014-2015 school year.  Please note that the 
district is moving to a four-quarter system, which means we will have 4, nine-week grading periods.  This ad-
justment will also allow the high schools the opportunity to end their first semester prior to the winter break.  
With this change also comes the need to update our fundamental guidelines to reflect the new nine-week 
calendar.  The fundamental Principals, along with the district offices will be reviewing the policies within the 
next couple of weeks and it is my intent to get any revisions out to you as soon as possible. 

The Guidance Counselors have been visiting classes in preparation for scheduling the 2014-2015 school year.  
Students will be coming home with course requests for their elective options.  Please review these requests 
with your child and have them returned by the due date indicated on the registration form.   

I ask that you please take a few moments to review the student code of conduct with your child along with 
the fundamental guidelines.  Often times, at the beginning of the year, students and parents sign stating that 
they have read these guidelines, but due to many commitments, never get around to actually reading the doc-
uments.  Please review these important policies with your children and if you have any questions, please feel 
free to email me at burrisl@pcsb.org.   

 

WHAT’S INSIDE 

 Club Info 

 Organization Class Info 

 Attendance instructions 

 PTA News 

Intramural Basketball  

Feb 3 through March 20 
 

Student teacher games during 7th period 
Volleyball – March 14 

Basketball – March 21  

mailto:burrisl@pcsb.org


February Calendar 
 

Feb. 3 - 
Quiz Bowl Practice (Port. 2) 2:50 3:30 P.M.  

Feb. 4 – 
NJHS  Mtg.- 7:35 -8:00 A.M. 
Basketball  - 3:00 – 4:15 P.M. 

Feb. 5 –  
Chess Club – (Rm. 203) 2:45 – 3:45P.M. 
STEM – (Rm. 411) 2:50 – 3:50 P.M. 

Feb. 6 –  
Application Acceptance Period, Feb. 6-13 
Basketball  - 3:00 – 4:15 P.M. 

Feb. 7 –  
Student Council Mtg. (Rm. 410) 7:45 A.M. 
Girls Get It – (Rm. 414) 7:30 A.M. 

Feb. 10 – 
Basketball  - 3:00 – 4:15 P.M. 
Quiz Bowl Practice (Port. 2) 2:50 3:30 P.M.  

Feb. 11 – 
Trombones Rehearsal 
Organizational Class -  A.M. & P.M. 
Basketball  - 3:00 – 4:15 P.M. 

Feb. 12 –  
Godfidence – (Rm. 101) 2:55 – 3:20 P. M. 
Chess Club – (203) 2:45 – 3:45 P. M. 

Feb. 13 – 
SAC Meeting – 6:00 P.M. 
STEP Club Mtg. (Rm. 402) 7:00 – 8:00 A.M. 

Feb. 14 – 
Spirit Day 
NJHS Valentine Dance 3:00 – 5:00 P.M. 

Feb. 15– (Saturday) 
Math Counts Competition – SPC Seminole 9:00 – 3:45 
P.M. 

Feb. 17– 
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

Feb. 18– 
PTA Meeting – 5:00 P.M. & 7:00 P.M 
8th Grade T-Shirt Collection 
Basketball  - 3:00 – 4:15 P.M. 

Feb. 19– 
STEM – (Rm. 411) 2:50 – 3:50 P.M. 
Chess Club – (Rm. 203) 2:45 – 3:45P.M. 
Basketball  - 3:00 – 4:15 P.M. 

Feb. 20– 
Basketball  - 3:00 – 4:15 P.M. 

Feb. 21– 
Girls Get It – (Rm. 414) 7:30 A.M. 
Honor Pass Breakfast – 8:30 – 9:05 A.M. 

Feb. 24– 
Basketball  - 3:00 – 4:15 P.M. 
Quiz Bowl Practice (Port. 2) 2:50 3:30 P.M.  

Feb. 25– 
FCAT Writing & Florida Writes 
Organizational Class -  A.M. & P.M. 
Basketball  - 3:00 – 4:15 P.M. 

Feb. 26– 
Florida Writes Make-Up 
Godfidence – (Rm. 101) 2:55 – 3:20 P. M. 
Chess Club – (203) 2:45 – 3:45 P. M. 
Stem Mtg. (Rm. 411) 2:50 – 3:50 

Feb. 27– 
STEP Club Mtg. (Rm. 402) 7:00 – 8:00 A.M. 
Basketball  - 3:00 – 4:15 P.M. 

Feb. 28– 
Read Across America - 8:30 A.M – 1:00 P.M. 
 

                      



Dear Clearwater Fundamental Families, 

 

I wanted to thank Jeanmarie Scordino, an Exercise Physiologist with BayCare Health Systems, for 

talking to the PTA last month.  It really opened my eyes to the need to keep moving so that I will be 

around for the important events in my children’s lives; graduations, marriages, grandkids, etc.  

February’s PTA meeting on the 18
th
 will highlight Social media and Cyber issues and with all the 

news lately of hacked accounts, I am sure this will be an informative session. 
 

I also wanted to let you know that we have some fabulous teachers that have yet to be fully adopted.  

Let’s see if we can’t show them some love this month and adopt them.  A full adoption is $150.00, 

but we would be more than willing to combine smaller adoption amounts.  Those still needing to be 

adopted in full or in part are: Mr. Denman, Mr. Fatolitis, C. Fernandez, Ms. Holland, Mrs. Hull, Mrs. 

Murphy, Mrs. Nesman, Mrs. Postler, Mrs. Richards, Mrs. Burris & Mr. Kurek. 
 

We will be kicking off our Spring Fundraiser soon.  It will be a “Couch Potato” fundraiser where there 

will be no knocking on doors or selling anything!  We will be asking for direct donations.  We are still 

determining what cool incentive to offer for participation and will be having that drawing prior to 

spring break.  Look for more information to come home soon. 
 

The nominating committee will assemble soon to start working on next year’s PTA Board.  If you are 

interested in being on the nominating committee, please let me know at 593-0337. 
 

Once again, thank you to all the supportive parents, volunteers, faculty and staff that make 

Clearwater Fundamental such a great school! 
 

Carol Sampey 

PTA President 

 

In honor of Heart Health Month I wanted to provide you with a few key statistics: 

The next PTA Meeting is  

Tues, February 18th at 5PM or 7PM 
 

Don’t miss this important discussion about internet safety. Even if 

you’ve heard similar presentations in the past, technology is ever 

changing so it’s important that parents stay current on monitoring 

internet use and social media. We are still confirming speaker 

details. 

Find us on the 

Web at: 



 

2013-2014 PTA Reflections Program 
Marcy Streicher, Reflection Chair 

 

 

Participation in this school year’s PTA Reflections Program was record breaking for CFMS. 

The 125 students who participated were invited to a special breakfast with Principal Burris on 

December 11
th
. During breakfast, all received their certificate of participations, and the 10 

finalists who were sent to the district level of competition were announced. Out of those 10 

entries we have 6 entries moving on to the state level. Congratulations to the following (those 

with an “S” after their name are moving on to the State competition):  
 

Hannah Caraker (S)   for Music Composition 

Riley Melvin (S)  for  Literature 

Kendall Mackin (S)  for Visual Arts 

Ivana Yont (S)   for  Visual Arts 

Aislyn Whetzel (S)   for Photography 

Ryan Dottery (S)   for Photography 

Catherine Taghizadeh - Literature 

Matthew Peak - Literature 

Allison Swan - Visual Arts 

Avery Matranga - Photography  

 

It is worth noting that the 10 finalists were across all three grade levels. 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers who made the breakfast a success as well as to Perkins 

Restaurant in Clearwater and Frida’s Cafe and Bakery in Largo for their donations of the 

delicious breakfast items. An extra special thanks to Mike Straub who, although his daughter 

graduated from CFMS last year, once again generously had his company, Alpha Foods, 

donate all the fruit for the breakfast. Once a Trailblazer. . .always a Trailblazer! 

 

Winter in Florida and Sometimes. . . 
It’s a Little Chilly 

Gayle Austad, Spirit Wear Chair 

 

With the cold weather upon us, now is a great time to get your kids a CFMS 

TRAILBLAZER Sweatshirt!!  The cost is $18.00. We also have a good supply of T 

Shirts and gym shorts, $12.00 each. You can contact me at jgmhaustad@aol.com or 

stop by the front office!  

http://webmail.tampabay.rr.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=jgmhaustad%40aol.com


 

 

 

Our 8th Annual “Carolyn 
Underwood Women in 
History Tea Party,” will be 
Thursday, March 20th 
from 8:15—10:00a.m.  
Interested students need 
to start thinking about 
which famous historical woman in history 
they would like to portray at the Tea.  
Watch for sign-up information in the near 
future.  Space will be limited. 

 

Also, volunteers are needed to help plan 
and decorate for the Tea Party.  Any par-
ents who are interested in serving as on 
the committee, please contact Jeanene 
Andrews or Teresa Daiker. 

  

 
 

 
 

ORGANIZATIONAL CLASS 
 

Every Tuesday  MORNING for  students new 

to the class from 7:40 - 8:15 a.m. and every 

Tuesday AFTERNOON for students who have 

been to the class at least once from 2:50 - 3:30 

p.m. 

 

All students needing extra help 

learning to keep organized are in-

vited to attend. 

  

MRS. WOODS 

ROOM # 406 

 

  

 

 

The school-wide Winter Holidays Around 
the World Door-Decorating Contest 

(sponsored by P.M.A.C.) was a success.  
Classrooms chose a country and then dec-

orated their classroom door with infor-
mation about the country, its Winter Holi-

days, and the words “Happy Holidays” in 
that country’s language.  The doors were 

beautiful, creative, original, and had great 
visual impact.  They helped the school to 

become aware of how the winter holidays 
are celebrated in various countries.  It al-

so was an opportunity for classes to show 
their school spirit. 

 

In January, we celebrated the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Holiday.  This federal holiday 

took place on the third Monday in Janu-

ary.  It was a time to honor Dr. King and 
advance his dreams of opportunity for all.  

P.M.A.C. made a bulletin board of dream 
bubbles which will share the dreams of 

our PMAC students with the school. 
 

February is Black History Month. Black 
History Week was first created in 1926 

when Carter G. Woodson and the Associa-
tion for the Study of Black Life and History 

proclaimed the second week of February 
to be “Black History Week”.  Black History 

Month also called African- American Histo-
ry Month was first celebrated in Kent 

State on 1970.  In 1976 Black History 

Month was officially approved by the U.S 
government. Black History Month is cele-

brated in the United States, Canada, and 
the United Kingdom. 

 
From Martin and PMAC!    
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Please note that the direction of traffic 
flow in front of the building has been 
reversed since we returned from break. 
This change has been made at the ad-
vice of Campus Police to improve safe-
ty by having students enter and exit ve-
hicles from the curb.   

Upcoming 6th & 7th Grade Field Trip 

This year’s 6th and 
7th grade level field 
trips will take place 
at on Monday, June 
2nd.  Sixth grade 
students will be vis-

iting Animal Kingdom and 7th grade stu-
dents will be visiting Epcot.  The cost 
for  both trips this year will be approximately 
$72 dollars.  Collections will take place 
March 10-20th.   Additional information 
about the trips will be going home at the 
end of February.  

 
A limited number of chaperones will be cho-
sen to attend the field trips.  Chaperones 
will not have to pay to attend.  If you are in-
terested in chaperoning please make sure 
you have filled out the necessary paperwork 
to be a registered volunteer.  If you need 
more information about volunteering please 
contact Mrs. Daiker in the front office.   
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

   

We have a winner!  Out of 43 
students, Kyra Connolly, Mrs. 
Shay’s 8th grade student, came in 
first in the Spelling Bee, with the 
word “viscous”. 

Collette Kania, Mrs .Andrew’s 
student, took 2nd , and Gillian 

Marcucci, Mr. Denman’s student was 3rd.  Congratulations 
to all of them! 
 

They did a  really marvelous job.  The competition lasted 
the whole period and covered many difficult and unusual 
words such as:  Cohesive, precinct, insinuate, verdure, net-
iquette, laureate, focaccia, cavalier, chiffonade, Freudian, 
perceptibly, scrupulous, carcinogen, sedition, pittance, 
expediently, rapacious, evidentiary, and postponable – 265 
possible words in all! 
 

My thanks to everyone who helped to make the competi-
tion possible: administration, office personnel, teaching 
staff and volunteers.  Special  thanks  to Ms. Lakhani, who 
was our judge, the PTA for their financial support, and to 
Mrs. Beckett (Media Center) and Maintenance for set up. 
 

Kyra will now go on to participate in the Regional Spelling 
Bee at Admiral Farragut in March of this year, with the 
opportunity of going to Washington D.C., for the Nation-
al Spelling Bee in May, if she should come in first again.  

 

Evelyn Grosch 

Language Arts 
 

 

 

     CFMS Geography Bee 
 

 

Congratulations to all students who partici-

pated in the Geography Bee.  It was a great 

day.   The following students placed in the 

competition: 
 

1st place –- Zachary Haeberle 

2nd place — Collin Easley 

3rd place — Jay McArthur 
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We need 8th grade parents to help with 
the end of the year celebration dance.  
We will be having a planning meeting on 
February 18, at 6PM between the two 
PTA Meetings.  Please email Teresa 
Daiker at daikert@pcsb.org if you are in-
terested in being added to the email list.  
Thank you!! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

AVID is growing at CFMS! 
 

AVID 
(Advancement Via Individual Determination) 

is a college readiness elective class for students in  
advanced classes. The curriculum focuses on 
organization, note taking skills, reading and 

writing strategies, and tutorials. CFMS is 
expanding to more AVID classes in all grade 

levels next year.  Qualified students 
received invitations in theirLiteracy classes. 

For more information, contact 
 Mrs. Fleming, AVID teacher, or Ms. Prairie, 

Guidance Counselor.  

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

   

Thank you Wonderful 

Volunteers!! 
  

February is Volunteer 

Appreciation Month 

and I want to thank 

each of you for all your 

dedication and commit-

ment to CFMS.  You 

are truly the HEART of our building.  

Please stop by my office anytime this 

month for a sweet treat. And remember to 

keep logging your hours.  If you are unable 

to log your hours, please email me at daik-

ert@pcsb.org.  Thanks again for all that 

you do!! 
TERESA DAIKER 

 

FROM THE BOOKKEEPER 
 

Field trips, dances, and special events are just a few of the 

events for which money is collected from your children.  

Whenever you send in money for a payment, please remem-

ber the following: 

 Checks must be made out to Clearwater Fundamental 

Middle School or CFMS. 

 Please include your child’s name on the memo line of 

your check. 

 If cash is sent, please send the exact dollar amount as 

change is most often not available. 

 If you are sending a donation, please indicate in an ac-

companying note where you would like your donation 

applied.   

 Payments for breakfast and/or lunch accounts should be 

brought directly to the cafeteria prior to the tardy bell at 

8:15 am. 

 There will be a $10.00 service fee on all NSF 

checks.  Please contact the bookkeeper or administration 

if any assistance is needed. 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

Amy Shafran, Bookkeeper 
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Address Change?  

According to the Code of  

Student Conduct, if you 

have moved over the sum-

mer or will move during the school year, 

parents are required to give the school their 

new address within five (5) days of the 

move. 

Steps for parents to change your child’s ad-

dress: 

1. Click the Student Reservation System 

link in Parent Focus (Portal) under the 

Parent Programs section or go directly to: 

https://reservation.pcsb.org. 

2. Log in with your Parent username and 

password. 

3. Follow the steps as directed, selecting the 

option “Change of Residence Address” 

where indicated. 

Once the online portion of the change is 

complete, the school must receive proof of 

residence. Proof of Residence items include: 

utility bill for power, water, cable, sewer, or 

land based telephone (not cellular); rental 

agreement or lease; closing document; Pinel-

las County tax statement with homestead ex-

emption.  The item must be recent and must 

contain the name of the parent/legal guardi-

an and the service address on it. 

Telephone numbers or Email Changes: 

If a parent needs to update phone numbers or 

email addresses, please contact the school or 

send an email to buirdd@pcsb.org. 

 

Immunization Require-

ments: 

The State of Florida requires a Tdap 

(tetanus-diphtheria-pertussis) prior to 

attending class in 7th grade.  Sixth 

grade parents are encouraged to re-

view their children’s immunizations 

with their physicians and bring in the new proof of 

immunization records right away to avoid paper-

work issues over the summer. 

 

Useful Websites 

Clearwater Fundamental: http://cfms.pcsb.org/ 

Clearwater PTA:  www..cfmspta.org 

Pinellas County Schools:  www.pcsb.org 

Parent/Student Focus (Portal): portal.pcsb.org 

 

 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
 

Pinellas County Schools Administration 

588-6000  

 

Pinellas County Schools Help Desk  

588-6060 

 

School Board Office  

588-6300 

 

PSTA Customer Service  

540-1900 

 

YMCA  

442-8296 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

   

Clearwater Fundamental Middle School 
1660 Palmetto Street 

Clearwater, Florida 33755 
727-298-1609    FAX: 727-298-1614 

Linda Burris, Principal 



 

 Presidential Proclamation  

National Mentoring Month, 2014  
- - - - - -  

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  

 

A PROCLAMATION  

In every corner of our Nation, mentors push our next generation to shape their ambitions, 

set a positive course, and achieve their boundless potential. During National Mentoring 

Month, we celebrate everyone who teaches, inspires, and guides young Americans as they 

reach for their dreams.  

 

Mentors help children build confidence, gain knowledge, and develop the strength of char-

acter to succeed inside and outside of the classroom. They are relatives, teachers, coach-

es, ministers, and neighbors. Anyone can be a mentor, and every child should have the 

chance to be a mentee. Young people with mentors have better attendance in school, high-

er self-esteem, a greater chance of pursuing higher education, and a reduced risk of sub-

stance abuse. That is why my Administration is creating new opportunities to give back -- 

from expanding national service, promoting responsible fatherhood, and challenging busi-

nesses to grow their mentoring activities, to First Lady Michelle Obama's mentoring initia-

tive, which pairs local high school girls with powerful role models. For more information on 

how to get involved in a mentoring program, visit www.Serve.gov/Mentor.  

 

America is at its best when we lift each other up, when we pursue our individual goals while 

never forgetting that we are bound as one Nation and as one people. If we carry this spirit 

forward, if we take responsibility for our future leaders and give them the tools to succeed, 

America's best days will always lie ahead.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by 

virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do 

hereby proclaim January 2014 as National Mentoring Month. I call upon public officials, 

business and community leaders, educators, and Americans across the country to observe 

this month with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.  

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day of December, in 

the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independence of the United States of 

America the two hundred and thirty-eighth.  

 

BARACK OBAMA  





S chool  Pay ment  So lut ions  

You had what for lunch!?! 
If you have ever wondered what your children are buying for lunch you might want to sign up 
for the Pinellas County School Payment Solutions. This is an easy way to monitor what your 
child is eating, view account balances, and pay for meals, all on the Internet. 



2012-13  

Student/Teacher Calendar  

Pinellas County Schools  

 

Thursday, August 9, 2012 ............................ Four-day work week ends  

Monday, August 13 - ................................... Teacher Work Days/Professional Development Days for  

Friday, August 17     198- and 235-day staff  

Thursday, August 16 ................ District-wide Professional Development Day  

Friday, August 17 ...................... Teacher Work Day  

Monday, August 20 ...................................... All schools open. All Pre-k and postsecondary schools’ classes 

begin.  

Monday, September 3.................................. Labor Day Holiday - schools closed for staff and students  

Friday, September 14 .................................. School-based Professional Development Day - schools closed 

for students  

Friday, October 19 ....................................... School-based Professional Development Day - schools closed 

for students  

Monday, November 19(a) .............................. Teacher Work Day/Professional Development Day* for 235-day 

staff -schools closed for students  

Tuesday, November 20(a) ............................. Teacher Work Day/Professional Development Day* for 235-day 

staff - schools closed for students  

Wednesday, November 21- ......................... Thanksgiving Holidays - schools closed for staff  

Friday, November 23 and students  

Monday, December 24- ............................... Winter Holidays - schools closed for staff and students  

Friday, January 4, 2013  

Monday, January 7 ...................................... Schools reopen. Classes resume.  

Friday, January 18 ....................................... Teacher Work Day/Support Services Catalog of Choice Day - 

schools closed for students  

Monday, January 21 .................................... Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Holiday - schools closed for staff and 

students  

Tuesday, January 22 ................................... Second semester begins  

Monday, February 18 ................................... District-wide Professional Development Day- schools closed for 

students  

Monday, March 25 - ..................................... Spring Holidays - schools closed for students  

Friday, March 29  

Monday, April 1 ............................................ Schools reopen. Classes resume.  

Monday, April 29 .......................................... School-based Professional Development Day - schools closed 

for students  

Monday, May 27 .......................................... Memorial Day Holiday - schools closed for staff and students  

Wednesday, June 5 ..................................... Last day for all students (with the exception of Adult Education 

students at the PTEC Centers)  
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