
Special points of interest: 
 
Our outstanding teachers are  
dedicated to our students and to the 
goal of having them reach their 
highest level of academic  
achievement.  Our teachers are all 
certified by the state of Florida and 
are qualified to teach the core  
academic subjects they are assigned. 
In addition, they attend professional 
development designed to keep them 
current with the best strategies to 
help our students achieve. 
 
Initial teacher selection and on-going 
determination of class assignments 
is a challenging process. It often 
becomes necessary to assign a 
teacher to instruct a course / subject 
for which he / she is not currently 
certified. These decisions are made 
with consideration to teacher  
competence and with a continual 
commitment to highest student 
achievement. 
 
The following teachers are in the 
process of meeting the compliance 
standards for No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB). 
 
Daniel Academy 
Derek Sanders—Reading 
Gulf Lake Academy 
Ernest Alonzo—Reading 
AMI Kids, Pinellas 
Deanna Houmard—MG Science 
PACE, Center for Girls 
Spencer Jorgensen—Math 6-12 
Jaclyn Mousoulias—MG Science 
 
We are confident that these  
teachers will provide effective  
instruction in a safe learning  
environment to all of their students. 
 
Teachers assigned out-of-field are 
chosen carefully, given additional 
district support and are expected to 
work toward appropriate  
certification in a timely manner. Our  
teachers and staff work diligently to 
meet the needs of every student in 
our school. Your continued support 
of your child’s education is  
appreciated.  
 
Should you have any questions or 
concerns, please feel free to contact 
me at 727-588-6069. 

ALPHA STUDENTS GRADUATE 

The Guidance and ESOL Office’s have announced they are opening Helplines. The Guidance 
Helpline will open Wednesday,  January 16, 2013 for students.  It will be open 5:00 pm to 
8:00 pm, Monday through Thursday and will be using the same number as the Homework 
Helpline (727-547-7223). For now it will be forwarded to an Adult school where we have 
some great counselors available to answer general questions.   These counselors will be 

working the same hours as homework helpline and will address questions 
such as: college entrance process, graduation requirements, where to find 
out about scholarships, homework help tips, etc…  

They will not be answering schools based questions like schedule changes, 
etc… They are excited about this opportunity and look forward to see how 
it will grow.   

The ESOL Office offers a Spanish Parent Helpline for Spanish speaking parents  who have  
questions about the school district’s programs and procedures and need to speak with 
someone in Spanish. A bilingual translator will answer parent’s questions and research 
information if necessary. The Helpline will be available the 7:00 am to 3:00 pm Monday 
through Friday. A message can be left after helpline hours.   
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Alpha students in Mrs. 
Randolph's 4.5 

class celebrate their 
promotion to 5th grade! 



Prevention Specialists at the Alpha Program recently incorporated a trial program of The 
PAX Good Behavior Game in one of their teaching components.  During the Temperature 
Reading component, where the children are given the opportunity to share their feelings 
with classmates, students were introduced to the game.  The game utilizes specific  
behavior modification techniques aimed at   maintaining positive behaviors during the 
sessions.  The system worked, and students responded well to the various rewards 
(Granny’s Whacky Prizes).   
PAX was designed by a classroom teacher and means peaceful, productive, healthy and 
happy.  The main premise is that all humans want PAX and humans will not learn well, ap-
ply their learning, and live well without PAX.  Although the trial program at Alpha was ab-
breviated, studies have shown the program to be an effective method in decreasing class-
room disruptions and increasing engaged learning time.  Long term studies of  
children 3,5,10 and 20 years later who had participated in the full program showed fewer 
mental health issues, less substance abuse, and less oppositional defiance in later life, 
compared to other prevention programs.  Further information about the PAX Good  
Behavior Game can be found at www.paxis.org.  

On October 18th, Ms. Sachiko Miyashita, teacher 
from Nagano, Japan, visited the Alpha Program at 
Blanton Elementary.  She spent the morning  
observing in Blanton classrooms, and the afternoon 
teaching in Alpha classes.  While in Alpha, Miyashita 
Sensei answered student questions, wrote the  
students' names in Japanese, and taught the  
students the Japanese game of kendama (Ken-sword; 
dama-ball).  It was a wonderful learning opportunity 
for students, teachers, and Miyashita Sensei! 
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Teacher from Japan visits ALPHA 

PAX Good Behavior Game at ALPHA 

Gift Giving 

Gifts have been collected by the Dropout Prevention 
Office Staff to donate to a homeless family that works 
with our HEAT Team. They have also collected gift from 
other family sponsors to give to some of our needy  
families. The HEAT Team will give the families their gifts 
prior to Christmas.  

On December 6, 2012 the  
HEAT Team held the annual 
Homeless donation drive at 
the Administration Building. 
This year  the HEAT Team 
collected toiletries, socks, 
winter coats and rain 
ponchos. It was a great 
success and the Team has 
been working hard 
distributing the clothing and 
toiletries to shelters and 
families in need in Pinellas 
County.  We want to thank 
everyone in the schools and 
in the administration building 
departments for their 
generous contributions.  

Help the HEAT  

Suit Up for Cold 

Weather 

We’re on the Web!

www.pcsb.org/dropout-prevention 

Visitor from Japan 

L-R: Mrs. Debi Turner, Blanton Principal; Rick 

Wolfe, Alpha Specialist , and Sachiko 

Miyashita, teacher from Nagano, Japan 

ALPHA GOURMET DOG BISCUIT FUNDRAISER 

The Alpha Program is holding a fundraiser for 3 weeks in December.  Our students are mak-
ing homemade dog biscuits after school.  Everyone has a role to play in this project.  Some 
are putting on a commercial on Blanton Vision, our 
morning news program.  Others are mixing dough, 
rolling out and cutting dough, packing bags, putting 
in labels and tying bows.  Still others are promoting 
sales at the car circle and in front of the school each 
morning.  We are doing this in order to teach our 
students to give back to their world while getting 
nothing in return.  In April we will attend a field trip 
to the SPCA of Tampa Bay where we will present a donation check from our kids.  Our goal 
is now $200.00.  That won’t be bad for selling biscuits at a quarter each!   It is such a pleas-
ure to see the enthusiasm in our kids and all of those who are supporting us.  

http://www.paxis.org
http://www.pcsb.org/dropout-prevention

